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laboured under a serious disadvantage. He could never
overcome the sturdy independence of his own fellow-country-
men, who felt themselves his equals though they had to
admit his suzerainty, and he was recalled from Sicily by a
serious rising, which encouraged the Byzantines to renew
their resistance. Until the conquest of the latter was
complete, his presence in South Italy was essential. To
Roger, therefore, was left the direction of the Sicilian expedi-
tion. But he had only a few hundred knights at his disposal
against the much larger forces of the Moslems, and for some
time he could do little beyond raiding the enemy whenever
he could catch them off their guard. His presence in South
Italy, too, was often required ; his brother's success there was
equally important to himself. In 1062 he lost a useful ally
when Ibn-ath-Thimnah died, and in the same year the
Norman cause was jeopardised by a quarrel between Roger
and Guiscard over the division of the spoils; this was only
ended when Guiscard agreed to ratify the former arrangement,
and to hold in joint ownership certain strongholds in Calabria
as well as their conquest in Sicily. The following years were
critical, as the Moslems sought the aid of their former masters
in North Africa, and Ayyub, the son of the Zairid emir, came
over with an army and assumed command. But the Zairids
were not to emulate in Sicily the success of the Almoravides
in Spain. In 1068 Ayyub suffered defeat and returned at
once to his own country. The Sicilian Moslems were left to
fight their battles by themselves.
In 1071 Guiscard completed his task in South Italy with Capture of
the capture of Bari, and operations on a larger scale could
now be undertaken in Sicily. His former experience showed
him the importance of sea power, and he was able to turn the
seamanship of his new Greek subjects to good account and
to equip a fleet. By a skilful tactical use of the combined
arms the Normans achieved a striking success in the capture
of Palermo in January 1072. The whole of the north coast
together with the adjacent hinterland passed under their
control, and though the Moslems still held the major portion
of the island, the Normans were now firmly established.
Moreover, Robert and Roger were in undisputed authority.
There were no barons as in Italy powerful enough to raise
the standard of revolt, and they were careful only to create

